Fort Carson invests in renewable energy production

By Susan C. Galentine
DECAM

In California, a family will kick on their air conditioner to deal with summer heat
using biomass energy generated from sawdust and other wood waste from a sawmill. In
Nebraska, someone will watch a reality show on a television running on energy from a
wind farm. The credit for the renewable energy used by these people will belong to Fort
Carson.

Fort Carson partnered with eight other government agencies and signed a landmark
agreement July 27 with the Western Area Power Authority, an agency of the U.S.
Department of Energy, to purchase renewable energy certificates.

According to Vince Guthrie, utilities program manager for the Directorate of Public
Works, Fort Carson will spend less than 1 percent more in its electric costs over the next
year to purchase the certificates. At approximately $1 per million watt-hours, the RECs
purchased will equate to approximately 28 percent of electric purchases for Fort Carson
or the equivalent of roughly 2,450 hours.

The DPW and the Directorate of Environmental Compliance and Management
spearheaded the initiative to support Fort Carson renewable energy goals and will jointly
fund the Fort Carson REC contract for five years.

Biomass (saw dust and other waste wood products) from sawmills in California will
provide 76 percent of the RECs and the other 24 percent of the RECs will come from
wind farms located in California and Nebraska.

Buying the RECs does not mean Fort Carson uses the actual renewable energy
generated. The RECs give the installation credit for supporting renewable energy
production, and thereby the companies producing the energy. Promoting renewable
energy lessens the demand for more expensive and environmentally detrimental,
nonrenewable energy sources such as coal, natural gas and fossil fuel.

“This purchase supports the generation of renewable energy in the United States and
provides incentives to developers of additional renewable energy projects,” explained
Scott Clark, pollution prevention coordinator for DECAM. “In addition the REC
purchase offsets a significant portion of Fort Carson’s nonrenewable electric
consumption with renewable energy resulting in positive benefits such as reduced
pollution and conservation of natural resources with very little cost.”

According to WAPA, the benefits to purchasing renewable energy are
considerable. Renewable energy helps the environment by reducing air and water
pollution, it aids in national security by reducing the demand for fossil fuels produced by



other countries and creates new industries and jobs for generating renewable energy. The
cost of renewable energy continues to decrease, which makes it very competitive when
compared to rising fossil fuel prices.

With Fort Carson’s commitment to purchasing green power, the next step is being
taken to apply for membership as a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Green Power
Partner. Current membership includes commercial, industrial, and public sector
organizations that pledge to buy a certain amount of renewable energy proportional to
their annual electricity use. By joining this organization, Fort Carson will receive credit
for renewable energy purchases and have access to technical assistance and credible
information that could provide opportunities to purchase additional renewable energy.

For more information about RECs log on to www.wapa.gov and for information on the
EPAs Green Power Partner program log on to
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/join/index.htm.

For more information on Fort Carson’s renewable energy initiatives, call the
pollution prevention coordinator at 526-1739.
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